Policies and Programs from Huron Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan

WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION POLICIES (Section III)
Developed Waterfront Policies
Policy 1

Policy 2

Policy 3

Foster a pattern of development in the waterfront area that enhances community
character, preserves open space, makes efficient use of infrastructure, makes
beneficial use of a waterfront location and minimizes adverse effects of development
1.1

Concentrate development and redevelopment in the currently developed areas.

1.2

Ensure that waterfront development and land uses take full advantage of their
unique waterfront location

1.3

Protect stable residential areas

1.4

Maintain and enhance natural areas, recreational land, open space, and
agricultural lands.

1.5

Minimize adverse impacts of new development and redevelopment

Preserve historic resources in the waterfront area.
2.1

Maximize preservation and retention of historic resources

2.2

Protect and preserve archaeological resources.

2.3

Protect and enhance resources that are significant to the coastal culture.

Enhance visual quality and protect scenic resources throughout the waterfront area.
3.1

Protect, preserve, and improve visual quality throughout the waterfront area.

Natural Waterfront Policies
Policy 4

Policy 5

Minimize loss of life, structures, and natural resources from flooding and erosion.
4.1

Minimize losses of human life and structures from flooding and erosion hazard
areas.

4.2

Preserve and restore natural protective features.

4.3

Protect public lands and public trust lands and use of these lands when
undertaking all erosion

4.4

Manage navigation infrastructure to limit adverse impacts on coastal processes.

4.5

Ensure that expenditure of public funds for flooding and erosion control
projects results in a public benefit.

Protect and improve water quality and supply in the waterfront area.
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Policy 6

Policy 7

Policy 8

5.1

Prohibit direct or indirect point source discharges which would cause or
contribute to contravention of water quality standards.

5.2

Manage land use activities and use best management practices to minimize
nonpoint pollution of waterfront areas.

5.3

Protect and enhance the quality of waterfront waters.

5.4

Limit the potential for adverse impacts of watershed development on water
quality and quantity.

5.5

Protect and restore the quality and quantity of potable water.

Protect and restore the quality and function of the ecosystems in the waterfront area.
6.1

Protect and restore ecological quality throughout the waterfront area.

6.2

Protect and restore Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife Habitats

6.3

Protect and restore freshwater wetlands in the waterfront area.

6.4

Protect vulnerable fish, wildlife, and plant species, and rare ecological
communities.

6.5

Protect natural resources and associated values in identified regionally
important natural areas in the waterfront area.

Protect and improve air quality in the waterfront area.
7.1

Control or abate existing and prevent new air pollution.

7.2

Limit discharges of atmospheric radioactive materials to a level that is as low as
practicable.

7.3

Limit sources of atmospheric deposition of pollutants to the waterfront,
particularly from nitrogen sources.

Minimize environmental degradation in the waterfront area from solid waste and
hazardous substances and wastes.
8.1

Manage solid wastes to protect public health and control pollution.

8.2

Manage hazardous wastes to protect public health and control pollution

8.3

Protect the environment from degradation due to toxic pollutants and
substances hazardous to the environment and public health.

8.4

Prevent and remediate discharge of petroleum products.

8.5

Transport solid waste and hazardous substances and waste in a manner which
protects the safety, well‐being, and general welfare of the public; the
environmental resources of the state; and the continued use of transportation
facilities.

8.6

Site solid and hazardous waste facilities to avoid potential degradation of
Huron’s water resources.
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Public Coastal Policies
Policy 9

Provide for public access to, and recreational use of, waterfront waters and public
lands and public resources of the waterfront area
9.1

Promote appropriate and adequate physical public access and recreation
opportunities throughout the waterfront area.

9.2

Provide public visual access from public lands to waterfront lands and waters or
open space at all sites where physically practical.

9.3

Preserve public interest in and use of lands and waters held in public trust by
the state and other government levels.

9.4

Assure public access to public trust lands and navigable waters.

Working Waterfront Policies
Policy 10

Policy 11

Protect existing water‐dependent uses and promote siting of new water‐dependent
uses in suitable locations.
10.1

Protect existing water‐dependent uses

10.2

Promote maritime centers as the most suitable locations for water‐dependent
uses.

10.3

Allow for development of new water‐dependent uses outside of maritime
centers.

10.4

Improve the economic viability of water‐dependent uses by allowing for non‐
water‐dependent accessory and multiple uses, particularly water‐enhanced uses
and lacustrine support services.

10.5

Minimize adverse impacts of new and expanding water‐dependent uses,
provide for their safe operation, and maintain regionally important uses.

10.6

Provide sufficient infrastructure for water‐dependent uses.

10.7

Promote efficient harbor operation

Promote sustainable use of living lacustrine resources in the waterfront area.
11.1

Policy 12

Promote sustainable use of lacustrine resources in the waterfront area.

Protect agricultural lands in the waterfront area.
12.1

Protect existing agricultural land resources and farm operations from
conversion to other land uses.

12.2

Establish and maintain favorable conditions which support existing or promote
new coastal agricultural production.
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12.3

Policy 13

Minimize adverse impacts on agriculture from unavoidable conversion of
agricultural land.

Promote appropriate use, siting, and development of energy and mineral resources
and associated infrastructure to maximize efficiency and minimize harmful
environmental impacts.
13.1

Encourage energy conservation and energy efficiency to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and support similar federal, state, and regional efforts.

13.2

Promote alternative energy sources that are self‐sustaining, including solar and
wind powered energy generation.

13.3

Ensure maximum transmission efficiency and minimum adverse environmental
impact when siting, designing, and constructing major energy generating
facilities.

13.4

Minimize adverse environmental and health impacts from fuel storage facilities.

13.5

Minimize adverse impacts associated with mineral extraction.
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PROPOSED LAND AND WATER USES AND PROJECTS (Section IV)
4.1. Proposed Land Uses
Future land uses implementing this LWRP will be an extension of the current land uses. There are no
new land uses proposed in this LWRP.

4.2. Proposed Water Uses
The waterside of the Huron WRA incorporates the navigable portions of Mudge Creek, the entire East
Bay, the portion of Port Bay within the municipal jurisdiction of Huron, and, a 1500’‐wide waterside area
adjacent to the town’s shoreline along Sodus Bay. The water‐dependent uses within Huron WRA include
boating, fishing, and swimming.

Huron Harbor Management Plan
The Huron Harbor Management Plan (HMP) addresses issues associated with the use of surface waters
and underwater lands within this section of Sodus Bay within 1500 feet from the Town’s shoreline. The
Huron HMP for this portion of Sodus Bay considers local and regional needs, the competing needs of
recreational boating and fishing, habitat and other natural resource protection, water quality, public
access, and recreation, open space and aesthetic values.

Surface Water Uses and Issues
The bay shoreline is shallow with extensive beds of submersed, floating, and emergent aquatic
vegetation that covers 37 percent of the bay's surface area. The nuisance invasive vegetation affects use
of the bay for recreational boating and fishing.

4.3. Proposed Projects
A. Land Uses and Zoning
 Identify the best location for the land uses proposed in the 2012 Huron Master Plan and draft
regulations.
Project 1

Conduct a detailed study to determine the economic impact of existing land use
regulations, identify amendments needed to implement the recommendations
of the 2012 Huron Master Plan and this LWRP, and propose detailed
implementation strategies. Review the proposed local law amendments for
consistency with the LWRP policies, draft and adopt the local law amendments
consistent with the LWRP policies.
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 Locate and develop a public recreation area near the east end of Bay Bridge
Project 2

Conduct a feasibility study to determine an appropriate site, facilities, design,
and construction and maintenance costs of a public recreation area within
Resort area, near the east end of the Bay bridge.

Project 3

Design and develop a public park or recreation area in the Resort area near the
east end of the Bay Bridge.

B. Water Quality Preservation and Improvement
 Improve management of aquatic weeds
Project 4

Obtain funding to continue and eventually expand the mechanical weed
harvesting in Sodus, East and/or Port Bays.

Project 5

Conduct a study to evaluate alternatives to mechanical harvesting to control
nuisance weeds in Sodus, East, and/or Port Bays, such as lining the bay with
alum or using chemical weed controllers. The study should include a
cost‐benefit analysis of alternative methods and identify funding sources for
implementation.

 Improve the quality of stormwater runoff into the bays from developed land
Project 6

Conduct a green infrastructure feasibility study to identify the best town‐wide
locations for rain gardens and bio‐swales to collect and filter runoff, improve
groundwater recharge and the quality of surface waters; and develop a program
to provide cost sharing and technical assistance to local stakeholders.

Project 7

Develop and distribute educational materials to residents to encourage the
installation of rain barrels to reduce the quantity of stormwater runoff and
improve the quality of runoff by increasing filtering through lawns and
groundcover.

Project 8

Provide financial support to Town and County highway departments to maintain
and stabilize stream banks and roadside ditches in order to improve the
collection and filtration of stormwater runoff and identify green alternatives to
the existing designs.

 Slow down the flow and improve the filtration of stormwater runoff from agricultural land
Project 9

Provide technical assistance and financial incentives to farm operators to reduce
the quantity and improve the quality of runoff to Lake Ontario and the Bays
from agricultural lands.

 Prevent/remove invasive species of plants
Projects 10

Conduct a field survey to determine the extent of invasive plant species in Sodus
Bay and surrounding areas and identify methods of combating their
propagation.
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Projects 11

Design and install an educational display at Chimney Bluffs Park and other
suitable sites to provide information to the public about invasive species and
actions that can be taken to address their proliferation.

Projects 12

Organize volunteer participation in the removal of water chestnut plants by
hand harvesting.

 Identify leaking septic systems and reduce discharges into the nearby streams or groundwater
Project 13

Conduct periodic studies to assess the effectiveness of the existing septic
systems and Huron Septic Law, and recommend and implement improvements.

Project 14

Develop educational materials about the proper care and maintenance of
private septic systems and the requirements of the Town’s Septic System Law.
Distribute information to property owners and renters.

 Extend public sewer service to additional areas
Project 15

Conduct a feasibility study to identify the most feasible properties to
incorporate into a new sewer district(s) to serve properties along Sodus Bay,
East Bay and Port Bay. The study will identify the roles and responsibilities of
various municipal entities, evaluate the environmental and economic benefits,
estimate the capital cost of creating such systems/districts as well as ongoing
operation and maintenance costs and identify potential funding sources.

Project 16

Study feasibility of installing sewer lines to serve properties along Sodus Bay,
East Bay and Port Bay; install sewer lines.

 Install additional pump‐out station(s) for boats
Project 17

Provide cost sharing to marinas along Sodus Bay and Port Bay in the Town of
Huron for the preparation of engineering plans and grant applications to
encourage the installation of pump‐out units.

C. Waterfront Access and Development
 Improve public access to waterfront
Projects 18

Prepare a trail system master plan for the development of walking trails and
bicycle trails that link points of interest along the waterfront. Address safety for
pedestrians and bicyclists along Lake Bluff Road and other roadways that access
waterfront views, businesses and natural and recreational areas.

Project 19

Construct walking and bicycling trails and improve accommodations for
bicyclists along existing roadways to improve safety and access to waterfront
views, businesses and natural areas.

 Maintain and enhance views of the waterfront.
Projects 20

Designate key scenic viewpoints and corridors and incorporate guidelines into
local land use regulations protect views from public and private properties when
buildings are constructed or reconstructed.
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Project 21

Incorporate design guidelines into the Town’s zoning regulations that limit light
trespass in order to protect dark skies

 Support existing and encourage new businesses in appropriate locations
Project 22

Identify and publicize the availability of waterfront sites suitable for businesses
that provide services to boaters including marinas, bait shops, charter fishing
operations in appropriate locations.

Project 23

Identify potential changes to zoning regulations that encourage waterfront
businesses in suitable locations.

Project 24

Work with the County Tourism Director to encourage visitors to Sodus Bay,
Chimney Bluffs and the marinas, restaurants, campground and other businesses
in Huron.

Project 25

Encourage businesses in Huron to develop cooperative marketing materials and
programs to attract and retain visitors.

 Develop additional tourist attractions and facilities for residents that utilize the natural
resources and beauty of the waterfront
Projects 26

Develop interpretive facilities that highlight natural features in the area.
Collaborate with NYS DEC to develop informational kiosks or signs at Lake
Marshes Wildlife Management Area and with NYS Office of Parks, Recreation &
Historic Preservation to develop interpretive signage at Chimney Bluffs State
Park.

Project 27

Develop biking and walking trails that link points of interest.

 Advocate for maintaining lake levels that are high enough to support boating through
September, while minimizing potential erosion damage to lakeshore properties.
Project 28

Continue to advocate for lake level management policies that protect property
owners and businesses as well as support the natural ecosystems that
contribute to water quality, fisheries and wildlife habitat.

Project 29

Study the area’s resilience to extreme weather events based on IJC projections
of the lake levels proposed in 2014, historical extreme weather events, and
other available information1; identify which properties and assets located along
the bays within the towns of Huron, Sodus and Wolcott, and the village of Sodus
Point are most at risk of flooding; and, identify the mechanisms that should be
in place to minimize the risk and the economic burden for property owners.

 Improve access for winter uses of the waterfront
Project 30

1

Identify and develop a plan for improvement and ongoing management of sites
publicly used for winter access to Sodus Bay, East Bay and Port Bay; create a
map showing designated access points for winter activities. This plan should
address:

http://coast.noaa.gov/llv/#/lake/ontario ‐ Lake Level Viewer, United States Great Lakes
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Project 31

•

Maintaining a clear path to the ice surface and providing trash
receptacles and restroom facilities at the primary access points (existing
parking lots at restaurants and/or marinas along Lake Bluff Road.)

•

Delineating parking at secondary access points (Saw Mill Cove and Hog
Island) and enforcement of parking prohibition on the adjacent
roadways.

Construct improvements and establish a management program for winter
access to Sodus Bay, East Bay and Port Bay from various locations in Huron.

D. Navigation and Boater Services and Facilities
 Maintain channels with periodic dredging
Projects 32

Provide cost sharing and technical assistance to continue annual dredging of the
East Bay and Port Bay channels

Project 33

Advocate for funding for the Army Corps of Engineers to assist municipalities to
dredge Sodus Bay channel.

Project 34

In cooperation with Wayne County and neighboring communities and counties,
establish and fund a regional consortium to conduct periodic dredging on a
cooperative, long‐term basis. (See recommendations of Regional Dredging
Management Plan.)

 Remove silt from the area under the bridge to Leroy Island
Project 35

Conduct a study to determine the feasibility of silt removal under the LeRoy
Island Bridge to improve navigation. The study should: balance the needs of
boaters with environmental conservation and the preservation of wildlife
habitat; identify ways to mitigate any habitat disruption that may accompany
silt removal; and result in a plan for silt removal that would meet requirements
for all needed permits.

 Establish public docking for transient boaters
Project 36

Provide cost sharing and technical assistance to waterfront business operators
to encourage additional public docking, especially along Sodus Bay, for transient
boaters.

 Improve services, resources and facilities for fishermen
Project 37

Develop and distribute informational materials to promote fishing tournaments
and other events and activities relating to fishing and to support the efforts of
the NYS DEC to monitor and manage fisheries.
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 Disseminate information to boaters.
Project 38

Establish an informational program inform boaters on the local navigation rules
for Sodus Bay, the location of the no‐wake zone, and the locations and
availability of services. The initial program should include printed materials,
signs; subsequent initiatives should include a low‐power radio broadcast.

 Establish a harbor master for Sodus Bay in cooperation with the Village of Sodus Point and the
Town of Sodus
Project 39

Establish a Harbor Master position for Sodus Bay

 Improve Navigational Markings in Sodus Bay
Project 40

Install and maintain additional navigational buoys in Sodus Bay.

 Improve Regulation of Large Scale Events on Sodus Bay
Project 41

Establish procedures and a fee schedule for the management of large‐scale
events on Sodus Bay.

 Replace, repair, and reactivate the Channel Fog Horn in Sodus Bay
Project 42

Replace, repair or reactivate the Channel Fog Horn.

 Establish Intermunicipal Committee Review Mechanism for land use decisions along Sodus
Bay
Project 43

Expand the role of the Great Sodus Bay Intermunicipal Committee to include
review of development proposals along Sodus Bay.
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